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Website Evaluation Form
Web site title: __________________________________________________________________

Web site URL: _________________________________________________________________
Bibliographic citation information (author’s name, title, date of publication, etc.): ____________
_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

	Authority
	Yes
	No

	1.  Is the author identified?  
	
	

	2.  Are the authors’ credentials clearly stated?
	
	

	3.  Is there contact information available? (email or postal address)
	
	

	4.  Is there a link to a page that describes the author’s purpose?
	
	

	5.  If the material is protected by copyright, is the name of the copyright holder given?
	
	

	6.  Has the site been reviewed by an online reviewing agency or won awards?
	
	


	Accuracy
	Yes
	No

	1.  Does the author cite the source of the information?
	
	

	2.  Can the information be verified by another source (book, etc.)?  Is there a bibliography?
	
	

	3. Does the information contradict something you found elsewhere?
	
	

	4.  Are there links to other reliable sources?
	
	

	5.  Can you be sure the information is accurate?
	
	


	Objectivity
	Yes
	No

	1.  Is the purpose of the source clearly stated?  Is the purpose to:

               ____inform/explain                                 _____persuade
               ____ sell/buy good                                  _____ entertain
               ____ advertise                                         _____ state opinion
               ____ give research results                       _____ other
	
	

	2. Is there bias?
	
	

	3.  If there is advertising, is it clearly separate from the text of the site?  Could the advertisers influence the content or cause bias?
	
	

	4.  Does the sponsor’s domain (e.g. edu, com, gov) influence your evaluation of the site?
	
	


	Currency
	Yes
	No

	1.  Does it indicate when the information was published?
	
	

	2.  Does it indicate when the site was last updated?
	
	

	3.  Do the site’s links work?
	
	


	Depth
	Yes
	No

	1.  Is the material available in print?
	
	

	2.  Is the information up to date?
	
	

	3.  Does the site contain primary source information?
	
	


	Function
	Yes
	No

	1.  Do the pages take a long time to load?
	
	

	2.  Is the site easy to navigate?
	
	

	3.  Is the text easy to read and free of grammatical or spelling errors?
	
	

	4.  Are the links relevant and helpful?
	
	


Final Conclusion:

· This is a reliable source.  I will use this site because it will further my understanding of the topic.

· This is NOT a reliable source.  I will not use it as it will not help me.

