Thesis Templates…A Variety of Ways to Create a Thesis Statement

Writing Standards 6, 7, and 8

Directions: Remember, a thesis is an ANSWER to a specific question.  A thesis statement makes a claim or proposition that reflects a specific POV.  The thesis statement should recognize BOTH sides of a question, yet focus on two to three specific points (discussion points) sometimes called points of analyses.

A thesis statement MUST be controversial (provocative), thoughtful (not TRITE, banal, or hackneyed), and reasonable (able to be proved with specific EVIDENCE).

A thesis statement is the roadmap for an entire essay.  The placement of the thesis statement should be the LAST sentence in the introductory paragraph.  FIRST begin with a hook. Then using transition, end with the thesis statement, including the author and title of the work if necessary.  Do not place evidence/quotations in the introductory paragraph.

* Please, NO beginning rhetorical questions, and NEVER begin a paragraph with just a quotation…always begin with a transition before a specific quotation.

*  Remember that what follows below are "recipes" or templates for different thesis statements…if you don't like "onions" in your recipe…leave them out!  Always modify the recipe to fit the occasion. These templates provide a beginning structure for your argument.  "Tweak" the template to fit a specific purpose.

* At any time, a writer may deviate from this plan in order to take a creative path.  Feel free to do that at any time. 

Template ONE:

The general argument made by author ____________ in his/her work _________________ is that ______

_________________________________________________________________________________. More 

specifically, _____________ argues that ____________________________________________________.

Template TWO:

_________________ is wrong/right because ________________________________________________.

More specifically, ___________________________ believes/demonstrates, argues, that _______________

_____________________________________________________________________________________.

Template THREE:

Although _____________________________ (believes, demonstrates, argues) that _________________

______________________________________________, I suggest that __________________________.

Here's what I have:
In______________(title), ________________(author) uses ____________,_______________, and __________________in order to convey _____________________________.
Magic thesis statement frame – By looking at ______________ by ________________ one can see ________________ which is important because _____________________ (something not obvious and others may not see—the opinion part).

Using Of Mice and Men as an example, a thesis statement might initially look like this:

By looking at Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck one can see the American Dream as a major theme which is important because through the characters of Candy, Crooks, and Curley’s wife Steinbeck reveals that the dream is often a myth.

This is awkward and wordy but has all the necessary parts of the thesis. I have the students turn in their thesis statements, I quickly check them, and then return them with comments. Once I approve their thesis statements, I then show them how to remove the frame, rearrange the sentence, and write it in active voice.

In Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck shows the fallacy of the American Dream through the characters of Candy, Crooks, and Curley’s wife. 

Most have no problems with the first three frames; it is the last frame that gets them. I show them (with essays from last year) how a thesis statement without the opinion part results in plot summary. Then I show them an example (again with essays from last year) with a complete thesis and how the writer used the text and commentary to support the opinion (thesis). 

I have had a great deal of success with this method. Some of them hang on to the frame for a good portion of the year, but most figure out how to let go of it by the end of the year. Focus on getting them to have a good thesis statement—the rest will come with practice.

